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 Total Nick 
Clegg

Chris 
Huhne Male Female 18 to 

39
40 to 

59 60 + ABC1 C2DE Left-
wing

Slightly left 
of centre

Centre or right 
of centre

Weighted sample 678 294 227 461 217 237 217 224 407 271 177 290 168
Unweighted Sample 678 300 215 465 213 283 228 167 515 163 185 288 169

% % % % % % % % % % % % %

As you know a contest is currently under way to decide who should lead 
the Liberal Democrats. Which of these applies to you?

I have already voted 48 64 60 51 41 41 48 55 48 48 50 45 54

I have not yet voted but know definitely which candidate I shall support 21 26 27 22 19 23 20 20 20 23 21 24 15

I have not yet voted and have not yet made up my mind who to support 24 7 12 23 28 26 26 21 26 22 24 24 24

I don’t know whether I shall vote at all 6 3 1 3 10 7 5 5 5 7 3 7 8

I shall definitely not vote 1 0 0 1 2 2 1 0 1 1 2 1 0

COMBINED VOTING FIGURES - ALL
Who did / would you vote for?

Nick Clegg 44 100 0 47 38 50 41 40 43 46 40 43 48

Chris Huhne 34 0 100 35 30 26 35 41 35 32 36 33 32

Don't know 22 0 0 18 32 24 24 19 23 22 23 24 20

COMBINED VOTING FIGURES - THOSE NAMING A CANDIDATE
Who did / would you vote for?

Nick Clegg 56 100 0 57 56 66 54 50 55 59 53 57 60

Chris Huhne 44 0 100 43 45 34 46 50 45 41 47 43 40

Which candidate did you vote for?
[those who have voted]

Nick Clegg 58 100 0 57 61 73 55 49 55 65 50 62 62

Chris Huhne 42 0 100 43 39 27 45 51 45 36 50 38 38

If you do vote which candidate will you support?
[those who have yet to vote but intend to]

Nick Clegg 31 100 0 36 21 34 28 29 31 29 31 28 32

Chris Huhne 26 0 100 27 24 25 25 29 25 28 22 29 26

Don’t know 44 0 0 37 55 42 47 42 44 43 47 43 42

Lib Dems should be…Support Gender Age Social Grade
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Do you think one of the candidates is significantly more COMPETENT 
than the other – or is there not much difference?

Nick Clegg is more competent 16 36 0 17 14 20 16 11 12 23 14 15 19

Chris Huhne is more competent 21 2 50 22 20 19 23 21 21 22 24 17 25

Not much difference 60 61 50 59 61 55 58 66 63 53 58 65 53

Don’t know 4 1 1 3 6 6 3 2 4 3 4 3 4

Do you think one of the candidates has significantly more VOTER-
APPEAL than the other – or is there not much difference?

Nick Clegg has more voter-appeal 53 86 18 55 48 56 51 51 53 52 49 53 56

Chris Huhne has more voter-appeal 9 1 25 9 9 8 11 9 10 8 9 9 9

Not much difference 33 12 54 31 38 30 34 35 33 34 40 33 30

Don’t know 5 1 4 5 5 6 4 5 4 6 3 6 6

Do you think one the candidates has a significantly better POLICY 
PROGRAMME than the other – or is there not much difference?

Nick Clegg has a better policy programme 19 39 2 20 18 24 17 16 18 21 14 18 28

Chris Huhne has a better policy programme 28 3 64 29 25 27 29 28 30 24 39 26 22

Not much difference 48 57 33 47 51 42 48 54 48 48 44 52 45

Don’t know 5 1 1 4 6 7 5 2 4 6 4 5 5

Do you think one the candidates would be significantly more effective at 
OPPOSING GORDON BROWN than the other – or is there not much 
difference?

Nick Clegg would be more effective 33 67 2 35 28 34 33 32 31 36 33 32 34

Chris Huhne would be more effective 31 8 68 31 31 30 32 32 31 32 29 35 27

Not much difference 30 24 26 29 32 28 31 30 31 27 31 27 34

Don’t know 6 2 4 5 9 8 4 7 7 5 7 6 6
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Do you think one the candidates would be significantly more effective at 
OPPOSING DAVID CAMERON than the other – or is there not much 
difference?

Nick Clegg would be more effective 40 78 4 43 33 45 37 37 38 43 37 39 42

Chris Huhne would be more effective 26 1 65 26 26 22 27 29 28 24 32 23 25

Not much difference 28 19 28 26 33 25 31 28 28 27 23 31 29

Don’t know 6 2 3 5 8 8 5 6 6 6 8 6 4

Leaving aside your general views about the two candidates, do you 
agree or disagree with the following statements?
Nick Clegg would make a poor leader because he has changed his mind 
too often on important policy issues

Strongly agree 2 1 4 2 1 0 3 2 1 3 4 1 0

Tend to agree 15 2 29 14 17 15 17 13 17 12 19 13 16

Tend to disagree 41 43 41 42 38 43 43 38 40 43 43 46 32

Strongly disagree 29 51 13 32 23 30 26 31 30 27 25 27 35

Don’t know 13 5 13 10 21 13 12 16 13 15 10 13 17

Chris Huhne would make a poor leader because he failed to prevent his 
campaign team publishing a leaflet entitled ‘Calamity Clegg’

Strongly agree 11 23 2 11 11 12 10 11 10 14 12 9 12

Tend to agree 26 43 4 26 27 30 25 24 28 24 22 30 28

Tend to disagree 34 23 42 34 34 36 33 33 34 34 36 35 28

Strongly disagree 21 6 47 23 17 16 22 26 22 20 24 19 23

Don’t know 8 5 7 6 11 7 10 7 7 8 6 7 10
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Now suppose that neither Nick Clegg nor Chris Huhne were standing, 
and the following candidates were contesting the leadership…

Which of these would you like to see as leader of the Liberal 
Democrats?

Charles Kennedy 34 33 30 33 36 35 35 32 35 32 33 38 34

Vince Cable 23 22 28 25 19 18 18 32 25 19 24 22 22

Simon Hughes 13 14 13 13 12 11 17 11 11 15 17 11 13

Julia Goldsworthy 6 9 4 7 4 9 7 2 6 6 9 6 3

Menzies Campbell 3 3 2 2 5 4 3 2 3 3 4 2 3

Ed Davey 3 4 3 2 5 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 4

Sarah Teather 3 2 5 3 3 2 5 2 3 3 2 4 2

None of these 10 9 11 11 8 12 8 10 9 12 5 11 12

Don’t know 6 5 5 5 8 6 5 7 5 8 5 4 7

The new leader will appoint a new front-bench team of MPs to shadow 
government ministers. Do you think it would be a good idea or a bad 
idea to include Charles Kennedy in that team?

Good idea 84 87 82 87 78 79 87 87 88 78 87 87 79

Bad idea 9 9 10 7 13 14 7 7 7 13 9 9 12

Don’t know 7 4 8 6 9 7 6 6 5 9 5 4 10

If the Liberal Democrats remain in third place at the next general election 
and the choice of Prime Minister is between Gordon Brown and David 
Cameron who do you think would make the better Prime Minister?

Gordon Brown 49 46 48 50 48 53 43 51 48 52 57 57 28

David Cameron 18 25 13 18 19 18 22 15 18 19 10 12 39

Don’t know 33 28 39 33 33 29 36 34 34 30 33 31 33
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Suppose the result of next general election is a ‘hung parliament’ in 
which neither Labour nor the Conservatives has an overall majority, and 
both main parties have roughly equal numbers of seats.  Do you think it 
would be a good idea for the Liberal Democrats to form a coalition 
with…

The Conservative Party?
A good idea, in order to keep the other party out of government 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 0 1 2 0 2 4

A good idea, but only if they agree to compromise with the Liberal Democrats 
in key policy areas 38 46 28 40 35 43 38 33 40 35 29 36 51

A bad idea – the Liberal Democrats should not form a coalition with them 
under any circumstances 44 38 52 44 44 43 41 48 45 43 58 46 25

I would support whatever the party leadership decided 12 10 14 12 10 6 15 15 10 13 10 11 14

Not sure 5 3 4 3 8 6 4 5 4 7 2 6 6

The Labour Party?
A good idea, in order to keep the other party out of government 3 2 4 3 3 4 0 5 2 5 3 2 4

A good idea, but only if they agree to compromise with the Liberal Democrats 
in key policy areas 55 59 49 60 44 55 54 55 59 47 64 61 38

A bad idea – the Liberal Democrats should not form a coalition with them 
under any circumstances 26 26 26 22 34 29 29 19 25 28 20 20 38

I would support whatever the party leadership decided 12 11 13 12 12 6 13 17 11 15 10 12 13

Not sure 5 2 8 4 7 6 4 5 4 6 3 5 7

If you could choose TWO of the following policies to be implemented in 
the next Parliament which would you select?

Introduce electoral reform so that MPs are chosen by a fairer voting system 72 71 77 78 60 66 70 80 74 68 71 72 69

Replace the council tax with a local income tax 35 39 34 33 38 21 38 47 34 37 28 39 38

Restore the civil liberties that the present Government has removed 33 34 28 33 32 47 31 20 35 30 33 34 32

Devolve more power from central government to local communities 23 26 21 25 20 24 28 17 24 22 20 21 26

Scrap Britain’s nuclear weapons 10 10 11 10 9 11 10 9 11 8 9 12 9

Replace the pound with the euro 10 7 12 7 15 8 10 12 9 12 16 7 6

Increase taxes on motoring and air travel in order to help fight climate change 10 8 8 9 11 13 8 8 8 12 15 9 7

Increase British aid to poorer countries 5 2 5 3 10 7 5 3 4 6 7 5 4

Don’t know 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

5 www.yougov.com© 2007 YouGov plc. All Rights Reserved



YouGovR

 Total Nick 
Clegg

Chris 
Huhne Male Female 18 to 

39
40 to 

59 60 + ABC1 C2DE Left-
wing

Slightly left 
of centre

Centre or right 
of centre

Weighted sample 678 294 227 461 217 237 217 224 407 271 177 290 168
Unweighted Sample 678 300 215 465 213 283 228 167 515 163 185 288 169

% % % % % % % % % % % % %

Lib Dems should be…Support Gender Age Social Grade

Which of the following policies would you favour most regarding the 
replacement of Britain’s Trident nuclear missile system when it reaches 
the end of its useful life?
Britain should replace Trident with an equally powerful nuclear missile system 9 10 11 10 7 10 9 9 7 13 3 7 22

Britain should retain a minimum nuclear system, but it should be less powerful 
and cost less than replacing Trident 46 47 44 48 42 42 47 50 50 39 38 52 50

Britain should give up nuclear weapons completely 40 38 44 38 45 40 41 39 40 41 55 39 23

Don’t know 4 5 1 4 6 8 3 2 3 7 5 2 5

Which of these policies would you favour most regarding Britain’s 
troops in Iraq?

All British troops should all be brought home immediately 26 26 30 26 26 24 32 24 26 27 36 18 27

All British troops should be brought home before the end of 2008 52 53 53 51 54 45 53 60 57 43 46 62 46
Britain should keep troops in Iraq as long as Iraq’s government wants them 

there 19 18 17 20 17 27 14 15 15 27 15 18 25

Don’t know 3 3 0 3 3 5 2 1 2 4 3 2 3

Would you like the next Liberal Democrat leader to keep or abandon the 
party’s commitment to replacing council tax with a local income tax?

Keep the commitment 85 83 90 87 81 77 87 92 85 85 90 89 75

Abandon the commitment 8 10 6 9 5 10 10 3 8 8 5 6 13

Don’t know 7 7 4 4 14 13 3 5 7 8 5 5 13

Would you like the next Liberal Democrat leader to commit the party to a 
referendum on the EU Reform Treaty?

Yes he/she should 42 43 38 41 45 46 40 41 39 48 43 37 48

No he/she should not 45 45 49 49 36 38 48 48 49 36 48 52 35

Don’t know 13 12 14 10 19 16 12 12 11 17 10 11 16
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The Liberal Democrats have had four leaders since the party was 
formed. Which do you think has been the best?

Paddy Ashdown 54 56 54 56 51 39 62 62 57 49 51 54 59

Charles Kennedy 37 37 35 37 36 49 33 27 35 40 39 39 31

Vince Cable 3 2 4 3 4 4 1 4 3 3 4 3 2

Sir Menzies Campbell 2 2 2 2 3 3 2 0 1 3 2 1 3

Don’t know 5 3 5 3 7 6 2 6 4 6 4 3 5

And which do you think was the worst?
Sir Menzies Campbell 55 61 50 59 47 57 62 47 58 50 54 61 51

Vince Cable 7 8 5 5 10 9 8 4 6 8 6 8 6

Charles Kennedy 7 6 8 7 7 5 7 8 6 8 7 5 7

Paddy Ashdown 1 1 2 1 2 2 0 2 2 1 1 1 2

Don’t know 30 25 35 28 35 28 23 40 29 33 32 26 34

Where on the political spectrum would you like the Liberal Democrat 
party to be?

Very left-wing 2 2 1 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 6 0 0

Fairly left-wing 25 22 27 23 28 27 21 26 26 21 94 0 0

Slightly left-of-centre 43 42 42 45 38 37 48 44 45 38 0 100 0

Centre 18 20 17 18 17 23 15 15 14 23 0 0 71

Slightly right-of-centre 7 8 7 6 8 7 8 5 7 6 0 0 27

Fairly right-wing 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 2

Very right-wing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Not sure 6 6 6 7 5 6 6 8 4 10 0 0 0
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